.' Like people, plants need a healthy
environment.

To reduce our chances of becomingill, we get plenty
of fresh air and clean our homes to remove bugs and
bacteria. Yet we neglect our plants by leaving fruit,
fallen leaves, weeds, dead branches, even dead
plants in our gardens!

Fruit and fallen leaves are ideal locations for
pests and diseases to harbor. Weeds and dense
vegetation under trees and shrubs provide hiding
places for pests and reduce airflow, increasing
humidity and the likelihood of fungal diseases. Good
sanitation is important for optimum plant health.

What you can do

Here are a few simple steps to help reduce both the
severity of infections and continuing infestation by
pests and diseases.

O Remove damaged and diseased branches.

O Prune plants for better air circulation. For dense
plants or plants with persistent foliar fungal
diseases, winter is a good time to do some
thinning. Call In Harmony if you’d like us to prune
foryou.

O Keep areas under trees clean. Keep the stem
free of piled mulch, weeds or other competing
plants. Keep weeds and grass cut short under
the tree canopy.

O Remove dead plants as soon as possible. A
dead plant provides a home for insects that may
spread diseases to other plants.

O Rake leaves. Because of the high rate of infection
in leaves of fruit trees, ornamental cherries,
ornamental plums and dogwoods, we do not
recommend composting these leaves. Put
them in yard waste bins for pickup. The leaves of
most other plants make good additions to your
compost.

Fruit trees

O Several additional steps are necessary to reduce
disease and pest problems in fruit trees.

O Remove diseased flowers that remain on the tree
after fruit set.

O Remove early fallen fruit and thin remaining fruit if
necessary. Dispose of fruit.

3 After harvest, remove remaining fruit from tree
and ground.

O If you have any questions about sanitation or
whether your leaves are suitable for compost,
callIn Harmony. '
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